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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SOFIA 1503 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: PINR, PROP, BU, FR 

SUBJECT: ROSTOV DEFECTION CASE 

REF: SOFIA 1500 

1 . FRENCH AMBASSADOR MALITCHENKO SAYS THAT ON JULY 12 THE 
FRENCH IN THEIR TURN DELIVERED A PROTEST TO THE BULGARIAN 
AMBASSADOR IN PARIS AGAINST UNFOUNDED ACCUSATIONS AND INSINUA- 
TIONS OF BULGARIAN MEDIA ABOUT FRENCH TREATMENT OF ROSTOV 
ASYLUM REQUEST. 

2. MALITCHENRO ALSO QUITE ANNOYED THAT BULGARIAN MEDIA HAD 
DEFORMED WHAT SHE HAD TOLD BULGARIAN MFA: WHILE ROSTOVS 
CATEGORICALLY REFUSE TO SEE BULGARIAN OFFICIAL REPS, THEY 
ONLY "FOR TIME BEING" REFUSE TO SEE THEIR MOTHERS. 

3. INCIDENTALLY. PRESS HERE HAS ERRONEOUSLY REPORTED THAT 
BOTH PARENTS OF BOTH MR. AND MRS. ROSTOV WERE FLOWN TO PARIS 
TO PLEAD WITH THEM. ONLY THE MOTHERS WENT. (PRESUMABLY THE 
RISR THAT PARENTS OF BOTH DEFECTORS MIGHT ALSO DEFECT 

WAS JUST TOO LARGE, SO IN TIME-HONORED PRACTICE ONE 
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PARENT OF EACH WAS REPT HERE.) 

4. FRENCH AND OTHER FRIENDLY EMBASSIES HERE ARE AT A 
LOSS TO EXPLAIN BULGARIAN OVERREACTION TO THE ROSTOV 
DEFECTION. WHICH WOULD HAVE GONE ALL BUT UNNOTICED HAD IT 
NOT BEEN FOR VIRULENT MEDIA CAMPAIGN UNLEASHED BY AUTHORI- 
TIES HERE. BEST GURSS IS THAT THEY ARE AFRAID ROSTOV 
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WILL HAVE SOMETHING SENSATIONAL TO SAY WHEN HE IS 
SURFACED, AND THINK THEY ARE DISCREDITING THAT MESSAGE 
BY VEILED CLAIMS HE IS BEING PROGRAMMED BY FRENCH AND 
OTHER ENEMIES OF DETENTE. 

5. NET EFFECT OF WHAT THE BULGARIANS ARE DOING, HOWEVER, 

IS TO INCREASE THE AUDIENCE WHICH ROSTOV IS LIKELY TO 
HAVE. MALITCHENKO SAYS BULGARIAN UNION OF JOURNALISTS 
HAS EVEN ADDRESSED ALL COUNTERPARTS AROUND THE WORLD 
ABOUT ALLEGED IMPROPER TREATMENT OF ROSTOV BY THE FRENCH. 
RESULT OF COURSE WILL BE TO STIMULATE THEIR INTEREST IN 

WHAT. IF ANYTHING, ROSTOV MAY REVEAL ABOUT HIS ACTIVITIES 
AS BULGARIAN CORRESPONDENT IN PARIS. 

6. THERE IS CONSIDERABLE DOUBT IN DIPLOMATIC QUARTERS 
HERE THAT ROSTOV COULD POSSIBLY HAVE SPENT ALL HIS TIME 
ON HIS JOURNALISTIC DUTIES IN PARIS, CONSIDERING HOW 
LITTLE COVERAGE BULGARIAN MEDIA HAVE GIVEN EVENTS IN 
FRANCE DURING THE EIGHT YEARS WHEN ROSTOV FUNCTIONED 
THERE IN JOURNALISTIC CAPACITY. 

7. AS ONE OF MY COLLEAGUES HERE PUT IT, "THE MORE 

SMOKE THE BULGARIANS GENERATE ABOUT THIS CASE, THE MORE 
PEOPLE WILL BE CONVINCED THERE IS A REAL FIRE."’ 

HERZ 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 03 SOFIA 01503 140705Z 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL ASYLUM, DEFECTION, JOURNALISTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 1 3-Jul-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977SOFIA01503 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770250-0709 
Format: TEL 
From: SOFIA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770762/aaaacbhp.tel 

Line Count: 94 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: fceb576c-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 SOFIA 1500 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1876109 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: KOSTOV DEFECTION CASE 

TAGS: PINR, PROP, SOPN, BU, FR, (KOSTOV, VLADIMIR) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/fceb576c-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



